
7ø%

SNOWMASS2e

To: Mayor and Town Council
From: Clint Kinney, Town Manager OVIk.
Date: December 16, 2016
Re: Info Update

In the wise words of Mr. Jule Styne; Let it Snow.

SNOWMASS DISCOVERY EFFORTS
Speaking of wise words, the Board of Trustees for Aspen Center for Environmental Studies
(ACES) decided last week that it wants to continue to work with the Snowmass Discovery and
the Town of Snowmass Village to explore opportunities around Building 6. More specifically,
ACES is interested in conducting more thorough due diligence over the next six months to
assess the feasibility of ACES’ involvement with Building 6 for a science/discovery center.
This decision is obviously very good news and presents a great opportunity for all of us to
potentially work as partners. To ACES’ credit, they understand the magnitude of this project
and, as such, wantlneed to undertake a thorough evaluation of the potential project, understand
its parameters, and ensure it fits within their strategic plan and goals. Discovery and the Town
have both committed to working with ACES on the continuing evaluation to ensure a well
informed decision.

CONTINUII’JG WITH WISE MEN AND WOMEN
It is that time of year to get our fellow Village residents and community members to sign up
for various boards and commissions. We are hoping to get folks to apply for a number of
vacancies that exist. you know some smart, caring, thoughtful folks that are looking for
ways to give back to the community, service on one of our boards or commissions could be
the ticket. A list of openings is attached.

WHOA THERE! DON’T FORGET YOUR REUSABLE BAGS
The Environmental Advisory Board has been working with Eastwood and the Snowmass
Center over the past few weeks to design and install reusable bag reminder signs. The goal is
to prompt shoppers to bring their own reusable bags and cut down on the use of plastic bags.
We’ve ordered the signs for the entrances to the Center, and Eastwood has the same reminder
now displaying on their electronic message sign at the main entrance.



PLATFORM TENNIS ANYONE?
Our local group of platform tennis enthusiasts is continuing their efforts to bring the spoil to
Snowmass Village. As you will recall, this topic came up a few times during the POSTR
review. The idea was that a private group would finance the construction and utilities of a
platform tennis court(s) on our existing tennis courts bringing another year round sport to
Recreation Center Area. The enthusiasts have put together a packet of information (attached
for review) that they plan to share with adjacent property owners and other Villagers. Their
hope is to confirm that this effort has merit and can be supported by all the respective
stakeholders. We will he sure to keep you updated as we receive feedback.

TD BITS
• In addition to our Council meeting on December 19, we also have the goal setting

meeting on December 20 from 2pm — 6pm. Bring your good ideas!!
• We were able to lock in the rates to refinance the bonds for the Snowmass Village

Recreation Center. We received a rate of 2.13%. Over the next 10 years, this reduced
interest rate on the bonds will save the tax payers just about $300,000 via a reduction
in their property taxes.

• The Aspen Institute continued with their community forum topic that focLised on
creative transportation solutions. The community at large had a presentation on
December 13 which was pretty good and the Community Forum members themselves
(Markey Butler, Rose Abello, and David Peckler represented TOSV) met the next
day.

• We have more (and I mean this in the most positive way possible) trash can art out in
the community. The most recent decorated can has been installed at the Brush
Creek/Wood Road roundabout. If you haven’t noticed it yet, it is super cool.

• Don’t forget, the “Visioning Session” for the Comprehensive Plan will be on January
10. We will have two sessions that day (each session will be the same, so you only
need to attend one). The first will be noon to 1:30 and the second 5:00- 6:30. Both
sessions will be at the Recreation Center. if you can’t attend either of those sessions,
don’t worry too much. Your feedback and ideas can also be provided on
Plansnowmass.com. Be sure to check out this website, we are already getting a lot of
great feedback.

• The forest Service has sent the town their standard form letter, letting us know that
comments periods are open for the proposed activities on top of Elk Camp and for a
potential land swap in El Jehel. Staff attended the open house earlier this week for the
activities proposed to be on top of Elk Camp (alpine coaster, climbing wall, zip line
among other activities). Everything seemed to be similar to what has been presented
to the Town Council previously. As such, we are not planning to formally comment.
if we are taking the wrong approach to this, please let me know.

• The Town Council has been invited to Gwyn’s Grand Re-Opening this Sunday at 11:00
AM. All the cool kids including key representatives from the local lodges, Aspen
Skiing Company senior staff, as well as representatives from the USFS have been
invited.

• The TOSV moratorium on retail sales of marijuana ends in March of 2017.
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• We are down to three finalists for the new Human Resources Director. The in-person
interviews are expected to be in early January.

• We have a number of applicants for our new building inspector. Those interviews are
also anticipated to be in January.

• The first moon light ski/dinner at the Black Saddle is on Saturday night. Just like last
year, Anderson Ranch and the Fire Department are participating.

• Blazing Adventures has recently changed ownership. Local Vince Nichols in the new
owner.

• We have Ice at the rec center at least on Wednesday we did. The rink is up and
going. We just need it to stay cold. if it does, we should be operating at full blast by
the weekend.

• The Tourism Board had their meeting this week. They were very clear that they are
very interested in finding an improved way to connect the Mall to Base Village. The
Sldttles is not cutting it for them. While they were somewhat satisfied that the GD
appropriated money in 2017 to develop a solution, they would like the problem solved
yesterday.

• Attached you will find a memorandum from Travis with a brief analysis on Reed
Lewis’ request for a Vacancy Tax in Snowmass Village.

CC: Department Directors
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PLatform Tennis at the

Snowmass Recreation Center

Snowmass ViLLage Residents

Presentation Packet for



Overview

A group of interested RFV citizens are pursuing development of a public access
platform tennis court at the Snowmass Recreation Center. The group has
committed to provide full funding for the project and construction costs.

Platform tennis is an American racquet sport enjoyed by thousands of people of all ages.
It is the only racquet sport that players can enjoy outdoors in cold weather. This unique
appeal attracts people who desire fresh air, competition, and social engagement - all on a
chilly winter’s day or night.

The game is played on an aluminum deck about the size of a tennis court and is
surrounded by a 12’ high superstructure with taut, 16 gauge “chicken wire” fencing which
allows play off the screens, as in racquetball or squash. The game is played with paddles
made of a composite material with aerodynamic holes drilled in the head. Paddles are
approximately 18” long. The spongy, rubber ball measures 2.5” in diameter.

The deck of the court is elevated or on a platform atop an enclosed base, allowing for a
heating system beneath the deck (propane, natural gas or kerosene). The heating system
melts snow and ice off the aggregate deck surface, allowing athletes to play outdoors in
all weather conditions. Most courts have lighting systems (LED) so the game can be
enjoyed day or night.

At present there are 20 platform tennis courts in the state of Colorado. Comprising both
private and public access facilities these courts are located in the areas of Denver,
Boulder, Littleton, Avon, Eagle and Telluride.

There are many great platform videos to view on Youtube, including some amazing
national championship play. Here is an excellent 6 minute highlight video to give a sense
of the game’s excitement played at a very high level:
https://www.youtu be.com/watch?v=5fwOB3-m8CE

For more information on the sport of platform tennis visit the American Platform Tennis
Association (APTA) website: http://www.platformtennis.org/

Project Goats

1. Install one court on a temporary foundation as part of an initial pilot program in
place of an existing tennis court.

2. Establish Concession Agreement with Ian Hintz (“Concessionaire”) to launch the
program and to manage and operate the court. Ian is a Platform Tennis



Professional based in Denver seeking to grow the game in the Roaring Fork Valley.
He will offer a variety of uses for the platform tennis program including court
rentals, lessons, drills, clinics, camps, socials, and exhibitions.

3. Establish viability of the pilot program in the short term and consider further
expansion of the facility with more courts within the framework of the master
redevelopment plan in the longer term.

ImpLementation Strategies

• Complete MOU and funding agreement with local group
• Complete design and construction plans in collaboration with Total Platform

Tennis, the company that builds and installs courts
• Implement complementary program offerings
• Explore event and competition prospects
• Fees for use and programs should be similar to those in place for the existing

tennis courts
• Court use curfew of 10:00pm

Supporting Narrative

Platform tennis is an attractive recreational opportunity for the town because the facility
would expand programming opportunities and act as a catalyst for more racquet sport
activity at Town Park throughout the year. The facility would also activate the outdoor
space at Town Park in the winter, creating visual interest and foot traffic near the
recreation center when other Town Park activities are relatively quiet.

Costs and risk exposure to Snowmass Village are minimal. The local Platform Tennis
group will incur all costs associated with the purchase and installation of the court
through private funding. The court will be built upon temporary piers allowing for easy
relocation down the road to a permanent location or removal altogether without
sacrificing the tennis court for future use.

As per the Concession Agreement, the Concessionaire will pay the town a semi-annual
fee over the term of the agreement. All uses of the court will have an associated fee
(similar to those for existing tennis) collected by the Concessionaire. Furthermore, the
Concessionaire will provide:

• A website and court reservation system to book and reserve court time
• Pro-shop sales of platform tennis equipment (paddles, balls, shoes and apparel)
• All routine maintenance of the facility, including keeping access to the court clear

of snow and ice
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The Concessionaire will generate revenue for the town and proactively stimulate interest
in the new program thereby attracting more visitors to the Recreation Center and Town
Park properties.

The court will include 6 new LED light fixtures specifically designed by Total Platform
Tennis. Benefits include:

• The design of the fixture allows the light to be limited to the court itself with
virtually NO light pollution off the court

• There is no glare when the fixtures are viewed from 30 feet or more away from
the court

• The annual energy cost is less than 50% of the 1000-watt metal halide fixtures

The demand for platform tennis courts across the country is on the rise as word of the
game spreads and its popularity grows. New programs have been firmly established in
diverse locations such as Charleston, SC, Yellowstone in Wyoming and Boulder, CO.
There are 60-100 new courts being built across the country each year. Membership of
the governing body (APTA) is up 10% over last year.

Our valley consists of many transplants from the traditional platform tennis hotspots of
the tn-state area and Chicago who are already familiar with the game. And for
newcomers, platform tennis will fill a void for racquet sport enthusiasts during the longer
winter months. Furthermore, the game can be enjoyed not only during the working,
daylight hours but in the evenings as well benefiting those whose work hours would
otherwise preclude such activities.

Our valley is well suited to support the growth and development of Platform Tennis
beyond its traditional zones of the Northeast and Midwest. It is an exciting, high-paced,
sociable game that is accessible to all levels of athleticism across gender and age. There
is good reason to believe that the game will thrive here and become a magnet of
attraction for visitors to the Snowmass Recreation Center. Bringing a Platform Tennis
court to the Snowmass Recreation Center will prove to be a vibrant and well utilized new
public amenity for our entire valley.
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Images:

Telluride

Paddle racquet and ball
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Attachments:

• Aerial image of Proposed Platform Tennis Court location
• LED light diagram
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Memorandum

To: Clint Kinney, Town Manager

From: Travis Elliott, Assistant to the Town Manager
Date: November 23, 2016

Re: Vacancy Tax

Background:

On Monday, September 19, 2016, concerns over vacant commercial spaces in

the Snowmass Village Mall were expressed at the Town Council meeting, and

the Town was requested to pursue policies that would incentivize landlords into

leasing their properties to businesses. The suggested solution of a vacancy tax

has been briefly analyzed, and this document intends to provide a summary of

that analysis.

What is a Vacancy Tax?

A vacancy tax is an additional tax on properties that sit vacant. The goal is to

create a disincentive for property owners to own vacant property, and to rent it

out instead. Ideally, this creates more business, lodging, sales tax revenue, jobs,

and housing opportunities for the community.

No examples of commercial-specific vacancy taxes are readily available. Only

examples of residential vacancy taxes were found, which were imposed on

vacant homes that have sat vacant for various amounts of time. Jurisdictions

rely on a variety of mechanisms to determine if a property is vacant. Some rely

on water meter data, others rely on self-reporting with stiff penalties for

misreporting information.



Quick Facts:

• At the Town Council meeting, a vacancy tax in Berkeley, California was cited as
a successful example. Berkeley considered a tax in 2014, but it was never
implemented.

o The vacancy tax rate considered in Berkeley was $0.50 / sq. foot
annually, and would only be triggered if the storefront was vacant for
two consecutive years.

o No other examples of commercial property vacancy taxes were found.
• San Fransisco recently passed legislation requiring owners of vacant buildings

to register the property with local law enforcement. However, this was out of
blight and criminal considerations — not real estate demands.

• Vacant properties are still subject to all applicable property taxes, fees, etc.,
and therefore do contribute to tax revenues.

• Similar initiatives have been considered across the world (e.g. NYC, Paris,
London, Jerusalem, Vancouver) for vacant residential properties in areas with
high housing demand. See Vancouver Vacancy Tax Presentation to City Council:
https://www.scribd.com/docurnent/324694624/Vacancy-Tax-Presentation

o The Vancouver Vacant Tax goes into effect in 2017. It will be .5% - 2%
tax on vacant properties.

• These vacancy tax policies are very new concepts. Other than these few
examples in large cities, there is little to no research on the effectiveness of
vacancy taxes.

• Finally, as this would be a new tax, a vote of the people would be required to
implement a vacancy tax.

Vacancy Taxes in Other Jurisdictions:

Jurisdiction Property Type Rate Vacancy Trigger In Effect
Berkeley, California Commercial (Proposed) $50 / sq. foot, Vacant for 2 Consecutive Years No

____________

Only annually j

________

Vancouver, BC, Canada Residential Only .5% - 2% of actual value, annually Vacant for 1 year Yes, 2017
Jerusalem, Israel Residential Only 100% markup of property tax, 9 months of inactivity during any 1 Yes

calendar year, based on water
meter data


